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Version 11 216 OFormer South Carolina Gov. Nikki
Haley and Rep. Trey Gowdy, R-S.C., will play a key role
in the federal investigation into the deadly attack on a
U.S. diplomatic compound in Benghazi, Libya, the
State Department said Monday. "We welcome them on
our team," State Department spokesman Mark Toner
said of the two former military officers. "We also want
to underscore that the FBI is heading up the
investigation, and that the State Department cannot
and will not dictate that we take actions that might
impede that investigation," Toner added. The
appointment of the two senior Republicans who were
so influential in the Justice Department's investigation
of former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton will force
the FBI to put the probe on the defensive or risk a
clash with the Trump administration. The White House
has also seen a backlash in conservative circles at
President Trump's refusal to comment on the case,
allowing Democrats to seize on the lack of a response
as evidence of a coverup. Gowdy, a former federal
prosecutor, and Haley, who served as the U.S.
ambassador to the United Nations under President
Barack Obama and as South Carolina governor, have
also criticized the FBI's handling of the investigation
into Clinton's handling of emails as secretary of state.
Rep. Tom Marino, R-Pa., a former prosecutor who sits
on the House Intelligence Committee, said the FBI has
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been "doing a great job," and that the investigation is
"far from concluded." "The best thing that could
happen is for the FBI to do their job," he said. The FBI's
pursuit of Justice Department officials for
compromising the probe in exchange for lenient
treatment is also garnering increasing attention. The
Justice Department's inspector general has already
launched an inquiry into whether FBI officials
improperly issued subpoenas of the State Department
and other agencies and the FBI has been scouring
State Department emails to see if officials
inappropriately used private email accounts for
government business. Gowdy and Marino said they
had no knowledge of the FBI's interest in whether
federal officials had used their personal email
accounts for government business. They said an
"obvious" way to slow down an investigation is to
subpoena documents and witnesses, but they had no
idea that the FBI had been doing
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